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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, PGOV, LS 

SUBJECT: CUBAN DIPLOMATIC MISSION VISITS LESOTHO 
REF: (A) MASERU 1125 (NOTAL), 

1 . FIVE-MAN CUBAN TEAM ARRIVED IN MASERU FROM MAPUTO 
MAY 29 FOR FOUR/FIVE DAY VISIT. TEAM IS HEADED BY CUBAN 
AMBASSADOR (REPORTEDLY M.N.M. DIAZ) IN MAPUTO AND, 

ACCORDING TO LOCAL AMERICAN WHO CHATTED WITH TEAM, MEMBERS 
INCLUDE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL COUNSELORS FROM CUBAN 
EMBASSY MAPUTO. OTHER TWO MEMBERS OF MISSION ALSO 
BELIEVED TO BE CUBAN EMBASSY STAFF. ACCORDING TO BRIEF 
LOCAL RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT, TEAM IS HERE ON FAMILIARIZATION 
VISIT. 

2. CUBANS SURFACED MAY 30 AT FAREWELL RECEPTION FOR SWEDISH 
AMBASSADOR WESTERBERG. CEREMONIES REVOLVED SOLELY AROUND 
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WESTERBERG, BUT CUBANS WERE INTRODUCED QUIETLY TO LOCAL 
PERSONALITIES BY CHIEF OF PROTOCOL. 

3. PERMSEC MASHOLOGU, FOREIGN AFFAIRS. TOLD CHARGE THAT 
CUBANS HAD COME TO STUDY LESOTHO'S SITUATION AND CARRY ON 
CONVERSATIONS. HE SAID QUOTE YOU COULD CALL IT A GOOD WILL 
VISIT UNQUOTE. MASHOLOGU ADDED. HOWEVER, THAT THE VISIT 
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INCLUDED SEEING WHETHER QUOTE THERE IS ANY BASIS FOR ANY 
INCREASED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CUBA AND LESOTHO UNQUOTE. 

HE SAID THE VISIT HAD BEEN ARRANGED ON THE CUBAN'S INITIATIVE 
AND HAD BEEN PLANNED WELL AHEAD OF TIME. 

4. MASHOLOGU TOLD VOA CORRESPONDENT JOHN ROBERTS 
(JOHANNESBURG) THAT THE VISIT HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE 
KATANGAN REBEL INVASION OF SHABA OR ANY OTHER SUCH MATTERS. 
HE ADDED THAT, ALTHOUGH THE CUBANS HADN'T SAID ANYTHING ABOUT 
OPENING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, THE GOL WOULD NOT PRECLUDE 
CONSIDERATION OF SUCH A PROPOSAL IF IT WERE MADE. 

5. A. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT OF CUBANS TO 
MASERU. IT IS TOTALLY OUR OF CHARACTER WITH THE CONSERVATIVE, 
WESTERN-ORIENTED GOVERNMENT LED BY PRIMIN JONATHAN. THE 
VISIT PROBABLY REFLECTS IN PART THE ROLE OF A HANDFUL OF HIGH- 
PLACED OFFICIALS IN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WHO EMPATHIZE 
WITH COMMUNIST/RADICAL GOVERNMENTS AND FORCES. THE LESOTHO 
AMBASSADOR IN MAPUTO, O.T. SAFEKO, IS SAID TO BE AN ACTIVE 
PROMOTER OF GOL RELATIONS WITH RADICAL GOVERNMENTS. THE 
ROC AMBASSADOR IN MASERU MAINTAINS THAT SEFAKO, AMONG 
OTHERS, HAS BEEN TRYING TO PROMOTE OPENING OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN LESOTHO AND NORTH KOREA. 

B. THE CUBAN VISIT MAY REFLECT A NEW GOL INITIATIVE TO 
BROADEN THE SPECTRUM OF ITS INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS IN 
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ORDER TO ENHANCE ITS IMAGE AMONG THE NON-ALIGNED OR THE 
RADICAL AFRICANS OR IT MAY BE A SCARE TACTIC INTENDED TO 
FUEL THE FIRES OF CONCERN AMONG WESTERN DONORS OVER 
DEVELOPMENTS IN LESOTHO. BEYOND THESE POSSIBILITIES, 

CUBAN VISIT ENABLES GOL TO PLAY TOUGH GUY VIS-A-VIS 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOLIATH, AN ACT FOR WHICH GOL HAS 
DEMONSTRATED A PENCHANT DURING THE PAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS. 
FINALLY, PRESENT CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT MAY CALCULATE 
THAT A CORDIAL RECEPTION FOR CUBANS BROADENS BASE OF 
INTERNAL SUPPORT OF JONATHAN GOVERNMENT BY YOUNG RADICALS 
IN GOVERNMENT, UNIVERSITY, ETC. 

C. VISIT WILL CONTINUE UNTIL FRIDAY AT WHICH TIME MISSION IS 
SCHEDULED TO HOLD PRESS CONFERENCE. EMBASSY WILL 
REPORT FURTHER. 

STOKES 
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